
 

West Fargo Planning and Zoning Meeting 
West Fargo City Hall Commission Chambers 

800 4th Ave E, West Fargo, 58078 
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 5:30 PM 

  
 

 

1.  Call to Order 
2.  Approval of Minutes – July 12, 2022 
3.  Site Plan Review in the CO-I: Interstate Corridor Overlay Site Plan and Building Plan Review for a 

Medical Facility/Eye Care Clinic at 354 23rd Avenue E – Lot 2, Block 1 North Pond at the 
Preserve 15th Addition, City of West Fargo North Dakota. 

4.  Non-Agenda Items 
5.  Adjourn 
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Aaron Nelson, Director of Planning and Zoning 
Lisa Sankey, Planner 
Malachi Petersen, Planner 
Chanda Erickson, Office Manager 

 
 
 
  www.westfargond.gov  
 
 
West Fargo Planning & Zoning Commission 
Tuesday, July 12, 2022 at 5:30pm 
West Fargo City Hall 
 
Members Present: Joe Kolb, David Gust, Mike Thorstad, Aleyna Leibfried 

     
Members Absent: Eric Dodds, Lana Rakow, Brady Woodard 
 
Others Present: Aaron Nelson, Lisa Sankey, John Shockley, Chanda Erickson, Malachi 
Petersen, Jerry Wallace 
 
Minutes Submitted by: Chanda Erickson, Office Manager 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chair Kolb at 5:30pm. 
 
Commissioner Leibfried moved and Commissioner Thorstad seconded to approve the June 14, 
2022 meeting minutes as printed and mailed.  No opposition, Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Kolb opened a Public Hearing - A22-14 Conditional Use Permit for accessory 
building at 522 45th Ave W (Lot 4, Block 3 of Nelson Acres), City of West Fargo, North Dakota 
– Narum.  There was no public comment. The Public Hearing was closed. After continued 
discussion, Commissioner Thorstad moved and Commissioner Leibfried seconded to approve 
the application with the conditions listed in the staff report.  No opposition.  Motion carried.  
 
Site Plan Review in the CO-I: Interstate Corridor Overlay District located at 455 Christianson 
Drive West (Lot 6, Block 1 of Christianson 1st Addition), City of West Fargo, North Dakota – 
Magnum Electric. After discussion, Commissioner Leibfried moved and Commissioner 
Thorstad seconded to approve the application with the conditions listed in the staff report. No 
opposition.  Motion carried.  
 
Site Plan Review in the CO: Corridor Overlay Plan Review at 779 32nd Ave W (Lot 4, Block 1 
of Eagle Run Plaza 12th Addition), City of West Fargo North Dakota. After discussion, 
Commissioner Gust moved and Commissioner Thorstad seconded to approve the application 
with the conditions listed in the staff report.  No opposition.   Motion carried. 
 
PlaceMakers Discussion – Aaron Nelson 
 
There were no non agenda items. 
 
Commissioner Leibfried and Commissioner Thorstad seconded to adjourn.  No opposition.  
Meeting adjourned.  
 
 
 

 

Page 2 of 11

http://www.westfargond.gov/


 

FACT SHEET 
WEST FARGO PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

August 9, 2022 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
PURPOSE: Interstate Corridor Overlay Site Plan and Building Plan Review at 354 23rd Avenue E – 

Lot 2, Block 1 North Pond at the Preserve 15th Addition 
 
EXISTING LAND USE: Vacant  
 
PROPOSED LAND USE: Medical Facility/Eye Care Clinic  
 
EXISTING ZONING: C: Light Commercial & CO-I: Interstate Corridor Overlay District  
 
PARCEL SIZE:  95,219 Square Feet (2.19 Acres) 
 
This property is located within the CO-I: Interstate Corridor Overlay District which requires that all 
development shall be subject to site and building plan review and approval by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Commission.  A higher construction standard is required in CO-I: Interstate 
Corridor Overlay District. Any exposed metal or fiberglass on all buildings shall be limited to no more 
than thirty (30) percent of any wall which fronts on a public street, provided that it is coordinated into the 
architectural design.   
 
The site plan shows a two-store, 40,000 square foot building, with 22,840 square feet on the first floor for 
exam and treatment space for a vision clinic and 17,278 square feet on the second floor for a breakroom, 
conference area, office and future (shell) space for additional office support space for existing staff on the 
first floor.  The structure will be connected to the existing Specialty Surgery Center to the west, which is 
currently under construction. 
 
The site plan shows 134 parking stalls which falls short by 67 spaces of the required parking of 201 parking 
spaces.  Parking for medical facilities is one space per 200 square feet of gross floor area, so the applicant 
would either need to provide for the 201 parking spaces on site, arrange for additional parking on an 
adjacent lot or petition the City Commission to approve a reduction in parking 
 
Under Section 4-451 of the Off-Street Parking and Loading Regulations:   
 
If it can be demonstrated by the property owner through market studies or other means that the required 
off-street parking is excessive and/or a lower parking demand is supported by the Institute of Traffic 
Engineers Parking Generation manual and a lesser requirement justifiable, the City Commission may 
reduce the number of required spaces by passage of a resolution approved by a majority of the members 
of the City Commission 
 
The parking lot contains landscaped islands, landscaping around the perimeter, and is setback adequately 
per the CO-I: Interstate Corridor Overlay District.  The landscaping appears to exceed the number of plant 
units.  The submitted elevations shows a trash enclosure on the west side of the building which would not 
be visible from the Interstate or other public streets and will need to have adequate architectural screening. 
 
Setbacks for the buildings appear more than adequate for the CO-I: Interstate Corridor Overlay District.  
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With the exception of the parking and loading requirements, the submitted information shows that City 
plans and development requirements can be met. Staff’s recommendation is to approve the site and 
elevation plans for submittal to the City Commission with the condition that all provisions of West Fargo 
City Ordinances are met to ensure sufficient review is provided for building inspections and other City 
departments. 
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