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The Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) meets 
regularly on the first Thursday of every month to review incentive 
applications and other items pertaining to Economic Development 
within the City of West Fargo. The committee provides recommendations 
to the City Commission for final review. All Committee meetings are open 
to the public and any Executive Sessions abide by North Dakota Century 
Code. The Committee reserves the right to hold special meetings at its 
discretion to facilitate efficient development within the City of West 
Fargo. 
 
AGENDA 
1. Call to Order (Jaysen Schock) 

2. Attendance Roll Call (Jaysen Schock) 

3. Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes (Jaysen Schock) 

4. Approve Order of Agenda (Jaysen Schock) 

5. Paisley & Dash 5-year PILOT Request (Malachi Petersen) 

6. Non-Agenda Items  

7. Adjournment   

Future Meeting Dates (1st Thursdays): 

 Thursday, July 7, 2022 

Thursday, April 7, 2022 Thursday, August 4, 2022 

Thursday, May 5, 2022 Thursday, September 1, 2022 

Thursday, June 2, 2022 Thursday, October 6, 2022 

 Thursday, November 3, 2022 

 Thursday, December 1, 2022 
 



West Fargo Economic Development  
Advisory Committee Special Meeting 

Monday, February 14, 2022  
8 am 

 
 
The City of West Fargo Economic Development Advisory Committee met on Thursday, 
February 3, 2022, at 3 pm.  

Voting Members Present: Jaysen Schock (President), Eddie Sheeley (Vice Chair), 
Marshall McCullough (Past Chair), Nicole Steen-Dutton (Member), and Tom McDougall 
(Member). 

City Commissioners: Brad Olson 

City Staff: Malachi Petersen (City Planner) and Aaron Nelson (Planning & Zoning 
Director) 

 

Eddie Sheeley called the meeting to order.  

Marshall McCullough moved and Eddie Sheeley seconded to approve the Order of 
Agenda as presented. No opposition. Motion carried.  

Malachi Petersen presented the Enterprise Grant application for Ade’s Cuisine.  

Tom McDougall moved and Nicole Steen-Dutton seconded to recommend approval of 
the application to the City Commission. No opposition. Motion passed.  

Tom McDougall moved and Marshall McCullough seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
No opposition. Meeting was adjourned.  
 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Chair, Jaysen Schock 



 

 

 

To: West Fargo Economic Development Advisory Committee  
From: City Planner Malachi Petersen  
Date: Thursday, March 3, 2022 

Subject: 5-year PILOT Request for Paisley & Dash LLC  
Action: Approve or deny incentive  
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Summary: 
Paisley & Dash LLC has applied for a 5-year Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) 
incentive totaling $34,776. The applicant is a state-certified primary sector 
business involved in the manufacture and sale of ready-to-eat cupcake jars. 
These cupcake jars are filled with multiple layers of cupcake and frosting and 
then either sold locally or shipped to customers. The applicant is currently located 
in the Square One commercial kitchen in Fargo and is looking to buy a 
commercial office park condo that is under construction at 3319 Oak Ridge Pond 
Way E. Sara Mehrer, the owner of Paisley & Dash LLC, has indicated that the cost 
savings provided by the potential property tax exemption is a defining factor in 
her decision whether or not to relocate her e-commerce business to West Fargo.  
 
Policy Analysis:  
Under North Dakota Century Code Chapter 40-57.1, municipalities are allowed to 
grant or revoke property tax exemptions for new and expanding primary sector 
businesses. These property tax exemptions can be up to 100% of the total value of 
additional value on a piece of property. The City of West Fargo’s PILOT Program is 
an incentive that uses abatement of taxes to attract private investment that 
meets the development goals of the City. Recipients of a PILOT pay $100 per year 
for five years “in lieu of” their full property tax on new improvements. The recipient 
must continue paying taxes on land and buildings constructed before receipt of 
the incentive. To qualify for this incentive, a business is required to provide job 
creation goals through their application and report job numbers and salaries 
produced annually. In 2021, the City awarded a PILOT incentive to another 
business that was located within this same commercial office park area.  
 
Financial Analysis:  
The value addition from the construction of this project is estimated to be 
$450,000 and the business occupying the building would bring three full-time and 
seven part-time jobs to West Fargo with an annual payroll of $170,000 by Year 5 of 
the incentive. The estimated annual tax amount for the property is estimated at 
about $6,955.20 with the exemption totaling about $34,776 by the end of Year 5.  
 
Process: 
After a recommendation is made from EDAC the application will go to City 
Commission for a public hearing and final decision. Prior to the City Commission 
meeting two public notices must be made to alert potential competitors to a 
pending incentive decision.  
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