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West Fargo Planning & Zoning Commission Agenda
Tuesday, December 12, 2023 - 5:30 p.m.

Call to Order

Approval of Order of Agenda

Approval of Minutes- November 14, 2023
Regular Agenda

o0 W

1. Public Hearing-A23-30 Tintes Land Company 15" Addition, request for Conditional Use Permit to
install a wireless telecommunications tower in residential district, 1402 & 1420 16th Street East (Lots 1-
3, Block 2 of Tintes Land Company 15th Addition), City of West Fargo, North Dakota- McGillivray-
Rivas

E. Non-Agenda Items
F. Adjourn from Regular Agenda
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West Fargo Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 14, 2023 - 5:30 p.m.

Members Present: Joe Kolb, Eric Dodds, Mike Thorstad, Kathi Schwan, David Gust

Members Absent: Aleyna Leibfried

Others Present: Aaron Nelson, Lisa Sankey, Katie Schmidt, Leslie McGillivray-Rivas, Breanna Siegler
Minutes Submitted by: Breanna Siegler, Office Manager

Meeting was called to order by Chair Kolb at 5:30pm. Commissioner Gust motioned to approve the order of the agenda,
Commissioner Schwan seconded. No opposition. Motion passed.

Commissioner Dodds moved and Commissioner Thorstad seconded a motion to approve the minutes from October 10,
2023. No opposition. Motion passed.

Chair Kolb opened a public hearing on A23-28 Steffes 10" Addition, a request for a replat of Lot 4, Block 1
Steffes 8™ Addition (445 7' Street NW), City of West Fargo, North Dakota. No public comment. Chair Kolb
closed the public hearing. Commissioner Gust motioned to approve application as presented, Commissioner
Dodds seconded. No opposition. Motion passed.

Chair Kolb opened discussion for approval of 2024 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting dates.
Commissioner Kolb motioned for a vote to approve chosen dates. No opposition. Schedule of dates approved.

Chair Kolb opened the floor for non-agenda items. None were brought forth.

Commissioner Gust moved and Commissioner Dodds seconded to adjourn from regular agenda at 5:36pm. No
opposition. Motion passed.

Chair Kolb opened floor to Planning Director Aaron Nelson for discussion agenda. Director Nelson provided
update on the downtown placemaking master plan and upcoming Title IV Zoning Text Amendments.

Downtown Placemaking Master Plan has been published on the website and is available for public review and
comment throughout the month of November. A public open house will be held on Tuesday, November 28 at 6-
7:30pm at South Elementary (117 6th Ave W).

Planning staff will be working to bring forward targeted updates to Title IV of the City ordinances over the coming
months, as recommended in the Planning Needs Assessment Action Plan.

Chair Kolb adjourned from the discussion agenda at 6:22pm.
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CITY OF WEST FARGO PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

STAFF REPORT

A23-30 CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Tintes Land Company 15th Addition

1402 & 1420 16th Street East (Lots 1 and 3 in Block Two of Tintes Land Co. Fifteenth Addition to the
City of West Fargo, situated in the County of Cass and the State of North Dakota)

Applicant: Lutheran Church of the Cross,
Verizon Wireless

Staff Contact: Leslie McGillivray-Rivas

Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing: December 12, 2023

City Commission (Tentative)

January 8, 2023

PURPOSE:

Conditional Use Permit for a Wireless Telecommunications Tower in a Residential District

STATEMENTS OF FACT:

Land Use Classification:

G-2 Sub Urban Growth Sector

Existing Land Use:

Church

Current Zoning District(s):

R-3: Multiple Dwelling District

Zoning Overlay District(s):

CO: Corridor Overlay District

Total area size:

Within Leased Area: 31.15’ x 46’ or 1,423 sf +/-
Access Easement Area: 8,188 sf +/-

Adjacent Zoning Districts:

North — C: Commercial; CO: Corridor Overlay

South — R-1A: Single Family Dwelling

East — City of Fargo

West — R-3: Multiple Dwelling District; R-1: One- and Two-
Family Dwelling; R-1A: Single Family Dwelling

Adjacent street(s):

14th Ave East (Local); 16th Street East (Local)

Adjacent Bike/Pedestrian Facilities:

There is a shared use bike paths within Willow Park, Fargo,
ND and along 13th Avenue SW.

Available Parks/Trail Facilities:

Maplewood Park is located to the south and west .3 Miles
and is accessible by public sidewalks. City of Fargo’s Willow
Park is to the east.

Park Dedication Requirements:

N/A

DISCUSSION AND OBSERVATIONS:

lease area measuring 31.15’ x 46’.

24’-8” x 30’-8” walled area.

e The applicant has applied for a Conditional Use to allow a Wireless Telecommunications Tower to
be in an R-3 Residential Zoning District to be located within the site of an existing church.
e The tower will be located adjacent to the eastern edge of the church parking lot within a defined

e Within the leased area, there will be an 8-7” tall masonry wall erected to screen the
Telecommunications Tower base, equipment cabinets and a backup generator contained within a

e The exterior screening wall surface will have the same brick veneer as existing church buildings.
The equipment within the screening wall will have a feature identified as an ice canopy. The canopy
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CITY OF WEST FARGO PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

STAFF REPORT

will shield the equipment from falling winter ice. Staff recommend allowing a greater wall height
than a maximum 6’ fence height. The structure is neither fence nor building and its purpose
includes a measure of safety.

e An architectural cross feature is proposed to be affixed to the top of the Telecommunication Tower
structure. The cross will be the same design and material as the cross on top of the primary existing
church building on site. The height of the tower for the functional portion of the tower will be 75.
The cross and tower together will reach a height of 87.6".

e The placement of the tower allows for increased capacity of the Verizon Wireless network to
improve quality, coverage and allow for shared use.

e The applicant provided documentation of FAA compliance.

e Overall, the submitted documentation has sufficient detail to allow for the conditional use permit
to be considered. Structural and electrical plans will be submitted at the time of the building permit
application.

e A conditional use permit agreement is required to be signed prior to issuance of a building permit
and may include conditions deemed appropriate by the Commission.

CRITERIA FOR GRANTING CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:

With reference to the criteria for granting conditional uses, the following is noted:

1. Ingress and egress to property and proposed structures thereon with reference to
automotive and pedestrian safety and convenience, traffic flow and control, and access in
case of fire or catastrophe.

a. No concerns noted.

2. Off-street parking and loading areas where required, with particular attention to the items in
(1) above and the economic, noise, glare or odor effects of the special exception on adjoining
properties and properties generally in the district.

a. No concerns noted.

3. Refuse and service areas, with particular reference to the items in (1) and (2) above.

a. No concerns noted.

4. Utilities, with reference of locations, availability, and compatibility.

a. Water Services, Sanitary Sewer, Electrical, Services are shown on the survey provided
by the applicant. There is to be no change in underground utilities except for fiber
and electrical connections and the placement of the utility boxes for service
connections and maintenance.

5. Screening and buffering with reference to type, dimensions, and character.

a. The proposed wall treatment meets the screening requirement for an elevated
aesthetic as found in section 4-449-A.J.1. a. Screening may be accomplished through
architectural or vegetative materials and 4-4-449-A.J).1: All walls and fences shall be
architecturally harmonious with the principal building.

b. The exterior of the walls will be the same brick veneer as the existing church facade.

6. Signs, if any, and proposed exterior lighting with reference to glare, traffic safety, economic
effect, and compatibility and harmony with properties in the district.

a. Not applicable.

7. Required yards and other open space.

a. Telecommunication towers are required to be set back from the public right of way a
minimum distance equal to one half the height of the tower including all antennas
and attachments. This requirement is met.

2|Page



CITY OF WEST FARGO PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
STAFF REPORT

8. Soil conditions, as they relate to on-site sewage disposal, water supply, basement excavating,
road construction and related land use.
a. No concerns noted.
9. General compatibility with adjacent properties and other properties in the district.
a. No concerns noted.

Sent to: | Property owners within 150’ and applicable agencies and departments

Comments Received:

e Anarea property owner called asking for more information regarding the proposed use. He wished
the applicant to know the tower should be located to the north in commercial and industrial areas.

e An email was received from a property owner to the south noting disagreement with the project
occurring on residential land, concern with potential decrease in home value and concerns for
health effect for residents living within one quarter mile of the tower. Email is attached.

CONSISTENCY WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND OTHER APPLICABLE CITY PLANS AND

ORDINANCES:

e West Fargo 2.0 identifies this area as G-2 Sub Urban Growth Sector. The comprehensive plan does
not prohibit or encourage the construction of telecommunications towers within West Fargo.

e The Conditional Use Process is in place for this type of application and future use.

PLANNING AND ZONING RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the City approve the proposed application on the basis that it is consistent with
City plans and ordinances with recommended conditions of approval as follows:

1. ASigned Conditional Use Permit Agreement is received.

2. The required engineering report demonstrating structural and electrical standards will be

submitted prior to issuance of a building permit.

Attachments

Aerial Location map

Zoning map

Applicant’s Narrative letter
Site Plan and Design Details
Photo Simulations

RF Letters

Lease Area and Easement Legal Descriptions
Collocation Letter

TOWAIR Finding Letter

10. Location Justification Letter
11. Public Comment

LNk WNRE
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BUELL CONSULTING, INC.
720 Main Street, Suite 200
Saint Paul, MN 55118

(651) 361-8110
www.buellconsulting.com

November 15, 2023

Aaron Nelson

City of West Fargo

Planning and Zoning Department
800 4t Avenue E., Suite 1

West Fargo, ND 58078

Re: Verizon Wireless Application For Conditional Use Permit [New Camouflaged Wireless Communications
Tower (cross tower) at Lutheran Church of the Cross]

Dear Mr. Nelson and Staff,

Buell Consulting Inc. is working on behalf of Verizon Wireless to perform site acquisition services, which includes
leasing, zoning and permitting. The proposed installation of a new camouflaged wireless telecommunications
tower described herein is in a City of West Fargo (R-3) Multiple Dwelling Zoning District and is located at:
Lutheran Church of the Cross, 1402 16™ Street E., with a legal description of: Lots 1 and 3 in Block Two of Tintes
Land Co. Fifteenth Addition to the City of West Fargo, situated in the County of Cass and the State of North
Dakota.

Pursuant to City ordinance 4-449.3.b.(2), Verizon Wireless is requesting approval to construct a new 75’ tall
unipole type tower with a four sided cross on top increasing the overall height to 87’ 6”. The cross will match an
existing cross located in front of the Lutheran Church of the Cross on the church’s bell tower. Within the
31.15’X46’ lease area, equipment cabinets and a backup generator are proposed within a 24’ 8”X30’ 8”
enclosure with an 8’ 7” tall masonry wall with brick veneer to match existing on the church building. The height
of the enclosure is designed to screen the equipment as well as the ice canopy that will be over the equipment.

Verizon Wireless is requesting a waiver of landscaping due to the lease area’s enclosure screening mimicking the
church building as well as the approximate 250’ setback from the nearest street.

The City of Fargo Public Works Department was contacted regarding the storm sewer catch basin in the vicinity
of the proposed lease area. Engineering representative Jody Bertrand indicated The City of Fargo would not
require any documentation.

Verizon Wireless and its engineer have decided bollards are not needed around the enclosure.

The proposed site is needed for increased capacity for the Verizon Wireless network in the West Fargo area.
Verizon Wireless, like other wireless providers in the community, continually strives to improve the quality and
coverage of their service areas by adding additional communication facilities where they currently need to meet
increased demand from their customers.



BUELL CONSULTING, INC.
720 Main Street, Suite 200
Saint Paul, MN 55118

(651) 361-8110
www.buellconsulting.com

Property Owner: Lutheran Church of the Cross

Parcel Number(s): 02296500040000 (tower site — Lot 3) & 02296500020000 (site access — Lot 1)

Legal Description: Lots 1 and 3 in Block Two of Tintes Land Co. Fifteenth Addition to the City of West Fargo,
situated in the County of Cass and the State of North Dakota.

Proposed location: behind 1402 16™ Street E., West Fargo, ND 58078

Applicant Information: Verizon Wireless

Applicant’s Agent:

Buell Consulting, Inc.

720 Main Street, #200

St. Paul, MN 55118

Site Development Agent: Woody Krog
Email: wkrog@buellconsulting.com
Cell: 504.259.9663

Verizon Wireless FCC License.

The proposed Verizon Wireless communications services will not interfere with any public safety
communications. First and foremost, interference issues are the providence and domain of the Federal
Communications Commission. Licensees of the FCC, as a part of the issuance of a license and compliance with
FCC rules and regulations are not allowed to interfere with other licensees whose frequencies are under the
jurisdiction of the FCC.

CONCLUSION

As indicated above, the establishment of this telecommunication facility will not be detrimental to the public
health, safety or welfare of persons residing or working in the neighborhood, or be materially injurious to the
neighborhood, or the general welfare of the City of Pierre and Hughes County. The proposed facility will not
place any burden on traffic, nor will it result in objectionable levels of noise, odor, dust or dirt.

The proposed facility will be an important link to the Verizon Wireless communications infrastructure.
Individuals and businesses will be able to access wireless communications to operate and expand their
businesses, provide personal convenience or to strengthen personal safety and the ability to communicate on
demand with business, government, family and friends.

In addition, the frequencies used are well below the threshold and within the parameters established by the
FCC. The proposed Verizon Wireless facility will not interfere with any police, fire or emergency communications
or nearby televisions or radios due to the separation in the frequency ranges used by Verizon Wireless and from
those used by other communication devices. The FCC controls and regulates the operation of all the
telecommunication equipment and devices to be used at this proposed facility. The proposed facility will
conform to all FCC standards and regulations.



BUELL CONSULTING, INC.
720 Main Street, Suite 200
Saint Paul, MN 55118

(651) 361-8110
www.buellconsulting.com

Enclosures:

1) Completed Application for Conditional Use Permit

2) Zoning Drawings including Land Survey

3) Photo-simulations

4) Letters from Verizon addressing Emissions, Interference and Collocation Radius
5) Legal Descriptions of Lease Area and Easements

6) Letter from Verizon acknowledging shared use will be allowed

7) TOWAIR finding that tower registration is not required/no lights required

8) Verizon location justification letter

Respectfully,

/f/aaa{y /fmy

Woody Krog

Enclosures
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RF Letter / emissions

verizon’

October 31, 2023

City of West Fargo

Planning and Zoning Department
800 4" Avenue E., Suite 1

West Fargo, ND 58078

RE:  Proposed Verizon Wireless Communications Facility (Verizon Reference: “FAR Halfway”}
Cass County Parce! #02-2965-00040-000 | 1402 16" Street E; West Fargo, ND 58078

Dear Sir or Ma’am,

We write to inform you that Verizon Wireless has performed a radio frequency (RF} compliance
pre-construction evaluation for the above-described proposed site and based on the result of the evaluation,
the site will be compliant with FCC Guidelines.

The FCC has established safety rules relating to potential RF exposure from cell sites. The rules are codified at 47
C F.R §1.1310. The FCC provides guidance on how to ensure compliance with its rules in the FCC Office of
Engineering and Technology Bulletin 65 {available at

https://transition.fcc gov/Bureaus/Engineering_Technology/Documents/bulletins/oet65/0et65.pdf. The FCC
developed the RF standards, known as Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE) limits, in consultation with
numerous other federal agencies, including the Environmental Protection Agency, the Food and Drug
Administration, and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. The FCC provides information about the
safety of radio frequency (RF) emissions from cell towers on its website at: https //vwww.fcc.gov/engineering-
technology/electromagnetic-compatibility-division/radio-freguency-safety/faq/rf-safety.

Please refer to the FCC Office of Engineering and Technology Bulletin 65 and the attached Verizon Wireless RF
Brochure for information on RF exposure guidelines, RF safety, and fandlord responsibilities. Questions related

to compliance with federal regulations should be directed to VZWRFCompliance@VerizonWireless com

Please contact your local Verizon Wireless resource below if you have additional site-specific questions

Contact Name Contact Email Contact Phone

Shady Hanna Shady.hanna@verizonwireless.com 612-619-1849

Sincerely,

%,/(WKA@
|

Print Name: _Shax&fanna
Title: __ RF Engineer

Date:  10-31-2023



https://transition.fcc
file:////vvww.fcc.gov/engineering-technology/electromagnetic-compatibihty-division/radio-freguency-safety/faq/rf-safety
mailto:Shady.hanna@verizonwireless.com
wkrog
Text Box
RF Letter  /  emissions


RF letter / interference

verizon’

October 31, 2023

City of West Fargo

Planning and Zoning Department
800 4" Avenue E., Suite 1

West Fargo, ND 58078

RE: Proposed Verizon Wireless Communications Facility {Verizon Reference: “FAR Halfway”)
Cass County Parcel #02-2965-00040-000 | 1402 16 Street E; West Fargo, ND 58078

Dear Sir or Ma’am,

Pursuant to City of West Fargo County Zoning Ordinance Section 4-449.16.a.4 {Wireless Telecommunications, Additional
Submittal Requirements), the steps taken by Verizon Wireless concerning interference to existing telecommunications

devices, services and/or established public safety telecommunications related to Venzon's proposed facility are detailed
herein.

Verizon provides Commercial Mobile Radio Services (CMRS) under licenses granted by the Federal Communmnication
Commission {FCC). Pursuant to these licenses, Verizon is authorized to operate its CMRS network in many geographic areas
throughout the nation, including the above noted location.

The FCC exclusively regulates all technical aspects of Verizon operations and network and preempts all state and local
regulation of radiofrequency transmissions, The FCC rules protect co~channel and adjacent licensees against harmful
interference.

The above noted proposed Verizon facility 1s compliant with all applicable FCC requirements. The points below cover Verizon's
practices pertinent to complying with the FCC requirements:
1. Verizon locates its transmitting antenna(s) in order to maximize vertical and horizontal separation from other
operator’s systems o minimize interference potential.
2. All equipment at the proposed facility is designed and certified to operate within the frequencies licensed to Verizon
by the FCC, and to operate i a manner approved by the FCC.
3. The power levels generated by the facility’s radios and corresponding effective radiated power (ERP) from the
transmitting antenna(s) are within the limitations specified by Part 22 (for cellular}, Part 24 (for PCS), Part 27 (for 700
MHz, AWS or C-Band)}, Part 96 {for CBRS), Part 30 (UMFUS/mmWave) or Part 101 {for microwave)} of the
Commission’s Rules.

Verizon is committed to providing state of the art wireless services that benefit your community. in the unlikely event that
interference does occur, Verizan agrees to fully cooperate with the entity experiencing interference to identify and correct, to
the extent reasonably possible, any issues caused by the Verizon installation.

Please contact your local Verizon resource below if you have additional site-specific guestions.
Contact Name Contact Email Contact Phone

Shady Hanna Shady.hanna@verizonwireless.com 612-619-1849

Sincerely,

Title __ RF Enginee
Date: __10-31-2023

Print Name: mSha\&Jy ?«(n&j
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RF letter / colocation
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LESSEE PREMISES DESCRIPTION
That part of Lot 3, Block 2 of TINTES LAND CO. FIFTEENTH ADDITION to the City of West Fargo, Cass
County, North Dakota described as follows:

Commencing at the northeast corner of Lot 2 of said Block 2; thence South 88 degrees 23 minutes 35
seconds West, an assumed bearing on the north line of said Lot 2, 35.00 feet; thence South 02 degrees
09 minutes 40 seconds East, parallel with and 35.00 feet westerly of the east line of said Lot 2, a distance
of 225.18 feet to the north line of said Lot 3, thence continuing South 02 degrees 09 minutes 40 seconds
East, parallel with and 35.00 feet westerly of the east line of said Lot 3, a distance of 46.00 feet to a point
hereinafter referred to as POINT "A" and the point of beginning; thence South 88 degree 23 minutes 35
seconds West, parallel with said north line, 31.15 feet; thence North 01 degree 36 minutes 24 seconds
West, 46.00 feet to said north line of Lot 3; thence North 88 degree 23 minutes 35 seconds East, on said
north line, 30.71 feet; thence South 02 degrees 09 minutes 40 seconds East, parallel with and 35.00 feet
westerly of the east line of said Lot 3, a distance of 46.00 feet to the point of beginning.

Containing 1,423 square feet, more or less.

LESSEE 20' ACCESS EASEMENT DESCRIPTION

A strip of land 20.00 feet wide, in part of Lots 1 and 3, Block 2 of TINTES LAND CO. FIFTEENTH
ADDITION to the City of West Fargo, Cass County, North Dakota, the left sideline of which, looking in the
direction of the traverse, being described as follows:

Commencing at the northeast corner of Lot 2, of said Block 2; thence South 88 degrees 23 minutes 35
seconds West, an assumed bearing on the north line of said Lot 2, a distance of 210.23 feet to the
northeast corner of said Lot 1 and the point of beginning; thence South 02 degrees 09 minutes 40
seconds East on the east line of said Lot 1, a distance of 225.18 feet to the southeast corner of said Lot
1; thence continuing South 02 degrees 09 minutes 40 seconds East, on the southerly extension of said
east line, 20.00 feet; thence North 88 degrees 23 minutes 35 seconds East, parallel with the north line of
said Lot 3, a distance of 144.33 feet to the west line of the hereinbefore described "LESSEE PREMISES"
and there terminating.

The sidelines of said strip shall be prolonged or shortened so as to begin on the north line of said Lot 1,
meet at angle points, and terminate on the west line of said "LESSEE PREMISES".

Containing 8,188 square feet, more or less.



LESSEE 10" UTILITIES EASEMENT DESCRIPTION

A strip of land 10.00 feet wide, in part of Lots 2 and 3, Block 2 of TINTES LAND CO. FIFTEENTH
ADDITION to the City of West Fargo, Cass County, North Dakota, the Westerly sideline being described
as follows:

Beginning at the hereinbefore described, "POINT A"; thence North 02 degrees 09 minutes 40 seconds
West, parallel with and 35.00 feet westerly of the east line of said Lots 2 and 3, a distance of 271.18 feet
to the north line of said Lot 2 and sideline there terminating.

The sidelines of said strip shall be prolonged or shortened so as to begin on a line which bears North 88
degrees 23 minutes 35 seconds East, passing through the point of beginning, and terminate on the north

line of said Lot 2.

Containing 2,712 square feet, more or less.






TOWAIR Determination Results

A routine check of the coordinates, heights, and structure type you provided indicates that this structure does not require registrati%l
1

*%% NOTICE ***

TOWAIR's findings are not definitive or binding, and we cannot guarantee that the data in TOWAIR are fully current and accurate. In some instances, TOWAIR may yield
results that differ from application of the criteria set out in 47 C.F.R. Section 17.7 and 14 C.F.R. Section 77.13. A positive finding by TOWAIR recommending notification
should be given considerable weight. On the other hand, a finding by TOWAIR recommending either for or against notification is not conclusive. It is the responsibility
of each ASR participant to exercise due diligence to determine if it must coordinate its structure with the FAA. TOWAIR is only one tool designed to assist ASR
participants in exercising this due diligence, and further investigation may be necessary to determine if FAA coordination is appropriate.

PASS SLOPE(100:1): NO FAA REQ-RWY MORE THAN 10499 MTRS & 6960.71 MTRS (6.96070 KM) AWAY

Type C/R Latitude Longitude Name Address Lowest Elevation (m) Runway Length (m)
AIRP R 46-54- 096-48-40.00W HECTOR INTL CASS 273.2 2743.5
23.00N FARGO, ND

PASS SLOPE(100:1): NO FAA REQ-RWY MORE THAN 10499 MTRS & 6838.79 MTRS (6.8388 KM) AWAY

Type C/R Latitude Longitude Name Address Lowest Elevation (m) Runway Length (m)
AIRP R 46-54- 096-48-59.00W HECTOR INTL CASS 273.2 2743.5
29.00N FARGO, ND

PASS SLOPE(100:1)NO FAA REQ - 5296.0 Meters (17375.1 Feet)away & below slope by 24.0 Meters (78.7399 Feet)

Type C/R Latitude Longitude Name Address Lowest Elevation (m) Runway Length (m)
AIRP R 46-53- 096-55-7.00W  WEST FARGO CASS 272.8 1005.8
45.00N MUNI FARGO, ND

NAD83 Coordinates

Latitude 46-51-36.4 north
Longitude 096-52-21.5 west
Measurements (Meters)

Overall Structure Height (AGL) 26.8

Support Structure Height (AGL) 22.9

Site Elevation (AMSL) 274.9

Structure Type
MTOWER - Monopole

Tower Construction Notifications
Notify Tribes and Historic Preservation Officers of your plans to build a tower.
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location justification

November 15, 2023

City of West Fargo

Planning and Zoning Department
800 4t Avenue E., Suite 1

West Fargo, ND 58078

RE: Proposed Verizon Wireless Communications Facility (Verizon Reference: “FAR Halfway”)
Cass County Parcel #02-2965-00040-000 | 1402 16" Street E; West Fargo, ND 58078

Dear Sir or Ma’am,

FAR HALFWAY is slated to offload the existing macro sites FAR BLUE RAY & FAR MAPLEWOOD and to improve
coverage in the residential areas there. This site is being placed very close to the majority of the capacity demand
of condos, restaurants and parks that is busy with lots of businesses and it will serve a big geographic footprint.
Due to the nature of the surrounding area, a macro will be a far more effective offload solution than a small cell
at this time. If we do not proceed with this effectively placed site, we will instead require a far greater number of
ineffectively placed new builds or small cells.

Please contact your local Verizon Wireless resource below if you have additional site-specific questions.

Contact Name Contact Email Contact Phone
Shady Hanna Shady.hanna@verizonwireless.com 612-619-1849
Sincerely,
Shady Hanna
RF Engineer

Verizon
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From: wanda Evin

To: Leslie McGillivray-Rivas
Subject: wireless telecommunications tower
Date: Saturday, December 2, 2023 5:23:17 PM

| am writing to express my disapproval of the proposed permit for a wireless
telecommunications tower by Lutheran Church of the Cross. There is no need for a tower to
be placed in a residential area----period. The city of Fargo and West Fargo have multiple
industrial areas where people don't have homes. On average cell towers (within 1,000 feet) of
homes reduce home values by 15%. Besides our home value decreasing, there are also health
risks. Effects that have been documented as of 20203 are increased cancer risk, headaches,
sleep issues, and genetic damage to name a few. The distance needed to reduce exposure
down to the General Public Precautionary Level is 1320 feet, or a quarter of a mile. My
question is why is this tower even being considered near residential homes? The answer, of
course, is someone is profiting from this, and that would be the church. The church will be
paid to have the tower on their property. | don't think any amount of money is worth the risk
to people's health. Who knew a church would be a bad neighbor? Certainly not me. Is there
anyone who has a home that would want a cell tower in their backyard knowing it will
decrease their home value not to mention the health risks due to RF exposure. | sincerely
hope people think of those questions when they are voting on this issue. Thank you for your
time, Wanda Evin


mailto:evinpar72@hotmail.com
mailto:Leslie.McGillivray-Rivas@westfargond.gov
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